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1 Jurisdiction conferred on Supreme Court of Canada and Federal Court in certain
cases . /

2 . Authority for use of courthouse

Jurisdiction conferred on Supreme Court of Canada and Federal Court in certain cases

1 (1) The Supreme Court of Canada and the Federal Court of Canada, or the Supreme
Court of Canada alone, according to the Acts of the Parliament of Canada known 
as the Supreme Court Act and the Federal Court Act, have jurisdiction in the 
following cases:

(a) controversies between Canada and British Columbia;

(b) controversies between British Columbia and any other province of Canada 
that has passed an Act similar to this Act;

(c) suits, actions or proceedings in which the parties to them, by their pleadings, 
have raised a question as to the validity of an Act of the Parliament of 
Canada, or of an Act of the Legislature, if, in the opinion of the court in 
which the suits, actions or proceedings are pending, the question is material.

(2) A judge who hears a case referred to in subsection (1) (c) must, at the request of 
the parties, and may without that request, if he or she thinks fit, order the case to 
be removed to the Supreme Court of Canada to decide the question'of validity.

Authority for use of courthouse

2 If sittings of the Federal Court of Canada are appointed to be held in a place in British 
Columbia in which a courthouse is located, the judge presiding at the sittings has, in 
all respects, the same authority as a judge of the Supreme Court in regard to the use of 
the courthouse and other buildings set apart for the administration of justice in British 
Columbia.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Amendments Not in Force: If there are any legislative changes to the Act that are not in force as of 
December 31; 1996, these are identified in italics at the beginning of the historical table. The 
“Section” column identifies the affected provisions of the Act. The “Citation” column identifies the 
amending legislation by its citation in the 1996 Statute Revision Supplement.

Legislative History: The second part of the table provides a legislative history of each section of the 
Act between the 1979 Statute Revision and the 1996 Statute Revision. The “Section” column 
identifies all sections of the Act in force on December 31, 1996. The “History” column for each 
section begins with the citation of the section immediately before the 1996 Statute Revision. This is 
followed by a list of citations for the legislation that enacted or amended the section between the 
1979 Statute Revision and the 1996 Statute Revision (if a section was repealed and replaced during 
that period, these last citations begin at the most recent replacement).
Legislative citations have the format of “year-chapter-section”.
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