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CHAPTER 72. 

An Act respecting the Fraser River Bridge Company, 
Limited. 

[Assented to 20th Marc*. J.9.?.}.] 

1 I N H E R E A S the Fraser River Bridge Company. Limited, a preamble. 
!T Company duly incorporated under the laws of the Province, 

Ii.ih petitioned for the passing of an Act grant ing it power to erect 
and operate a toll-bridge across the Fraser River above the existing 
Frasei River Bridge at the City of New Westminster , in the 
Province: 

And whereas it is expedient to grant the prayer of the said 
pet i t ion: 

Therefore, His Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, enacts 
as follows:— 

1. This Act may be cited as the " Fraser l i i \er Bridge Company. Mi..n mi.-
Limited. Act. P.m." 

£. In this Vet, unless the context otherwise requires.— inui|.iv(.ui<.ii 
'' B r i d g e " means the bridge herein mentioned, together Viith all 

necessary piers, ; hutments, approaches, and other neces­
sary or appurtenant works: 

'' Company " means the Fraser River Bridge Company, Limited. 
a Company incorporated under the "Companies Act " on 
the second day of February, 1!>27: 

" Equity and investment " means fifteen per centum of the actual 
cost of the undertaking as certified to in w r t i n g I>\ the 
Minister of Public Works : 

" Minister of Finance " means the Minister of Finance or Acting 
Minis 'er of Finance of the Pro\ ince: 

"Min i s t e r of Public W o r k s " means 1he .Minister of Public 
Works or the Acting Minister of Public Works of the 
Province: 

:soi 
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" Secur i t ies ' ' means bonds, debentures, and securities issued by 
the Company in connection with the under tak ing: 

'•' Undertaking " means the bridge herein mentioned, together 
with all necessary ^iers, abutments , approaches, connect­
ing highways, and other necessary or appur tenant works, 
together with the lands of the Company upon which the 
same are s i tuate . 

Powert°imtid 3 . ( i . , The Companv, its successors and assigns, is authorized 
toll-bridge. ' r> ' 

and empowered to lay out, construct, erect, establish, operate, main­
tain, manage, and own a bridge across the Fraser Kiver at a site 
to be approved by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council at or near the 
City of New Westminster , in the Province, for the purposes of traffic, 
conveyance, transmission, and communication of all so r t s ; and to 
construct and maintain highways connecting the same with the 
highways of adjacent municipali t ies or of the ' ivinee, and to 
connect the same therewith: and to construct, erect, and .naintairi 
toll-gates and toll-bouses and such other dependencies in connection 
therewith as may be necessary: and to do, execute, and maintain all 
other acts and tilings necessary, useful, or advantageous in connec­
tion therewith, 

pianstobc \'2.) The design, plans, and speci, cations of the bridge and of 
approved. * 

the highways connecting the same wit 1 the adjacent municipalit ies 
or of the Province shall be deposited with the Minister of Public 
Works, and the construction of the same shall not be proceeded with 
unti l approval is given by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council on 
the recommendation of the said Minister, nor until the Company 
has given 1o the said Minister evidence satisfactory to him that tlie 
whole cost of the under!;.king shall not exceed the sum of throe 
million five hundred thousand dollars. 

fXTpiVrovVii. <:U T l l e Company shall submit to the Minister of Public Works, 
or to any person appointed for the purpose by the said Minister, 
its proposed costs of construction and all sub-contracts proposed to 
be entered into in connection with the under tak ing : all costs of 
construction and the sub-contracts shall be subject to the approval 
of the said Minister or of the person so appointed by him. 

Maintenance. (_j. ^ TTpon ]\]0 completion of tlie bridge and upon the opening of 
the same to public travel, it shall be maintained and continuously 
operated by the Company to the satisfaction of the Minister of 
Public Works, and upon default of the Company in so mainta ining 
and operating the bridge the said Minister shall give to tho Com­
pany in writing thir ty days' notice of the default, and in the event 
of the Company not making good the default within the said th i r ty 
days lhe said Minister, at tne expense of the Company, may make 
good the same. All expenditures in connection with the operation 
of the bridge shall be subject to the approval of the said Minister. 
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{.•).) True and accurate accounts of the expenditures and receipts Account*. 
of the Company shall be kept by it, and i t s vouchers and books of 
account shall at all reasonable t imes be open to the inspection and 
audit of the Minister of Public Works or any person appointed by 
him. Prior to the twenty-eighth day of February in each year the 
Company shall file with the said Minister its audited balance-sheet 
and statement of profit and loss f<;r the preceding calendar year. 

4 . (1.) The Lieutenant-Governor in Council mav convey to the i-awi-mai 
be acquired 

Company any Crown lands necessary for the purpose of the under­
taking, without consideration or for such consideration as may be 
determined by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council. 

(2.) The Company shall have power and is hereby authorized to 
enter into, upon, and over the lands of any person, and to inspect, 
survey, set out, take, expropriate, hold, and acquire any lands that 
may be reasonably necessary to have and to hold for the purposes 
of i t s undertaking or the operation or maintenance thereof, and shall 
pay such compensation therefor as may, in default of any agreement 
being arrived at, be decided by arbi t ra t ion under the provisions of 
the " Arbitrat ion Act." 

(',>.) If the Coinpain detei-mii.es to expropriate lands hereunder 
it shall, within ten d-ivs after entering upon and taking any land-; 
of any person which it so determines to expropriate, fender to the 
owner thereof as shown by the books of the I/and Registry Offici­
al the City of New Westminster the amount which it considers the 
value of the lands so taken. If the a rb i t ra tors appointed as herein­
before mentioned award to the owner a greater sum than the amount 
tendered, the Company shall pay the costs of the a rb i t ra t ion ; but ;f 
the aniounI awarded by the arbi t ra tors is less than or equal to the 
amount so tendered, then the person from whom (he land is laken 
shall pay the costs of the arbi t rat ion. 

5 . For the purposes of its undertaking the Company, subject to i'..\ur tr outer 
the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Council and to such int'h\\a.\-, 
terms and conditions a* he may require, shall have full power and 
authori ty to enter upon, lake, use. and occupy such portion of any 
public highway, street, or lane, whether municipal or Provincial, 
as may be required. 

(J. ( l . i When and so soon as the erection of the bridge is com- TI.IN. 
plete-1 and the bridge opened to public traftic, it shall be lawful for 
the ( unpany from lime to time and at all times (hereafter to ask. 
dem.uid, receive, take, sue for, anil recover, to and for i ts own proper 
use, benefit, and behoof for pontag" tolls established as hereinafter 
provided. 

(2.) The Company from time to time shall submit its schedule Toiistoin» 
of proposed tolls to the Minister of Public Works for his appi >val, n m ' r < n " 
and the said lolls shall not become effective until approved by «he 
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Lieutenant-Governor in Council upon the recommendation of the 
Minister of Public Works: Provided, however, that the said Minister 
shall not withhold his recommendation so long as the revenue from 
the proposed tolls to the Company as estimated to the satisfaction 
of the said Minister shall not exceed an amount sufficient to pay 
interest and sinking fund on its outstanding securities, costs of 
maintenance, operating, and management, taxes, and a reasonable 
return upon its equity and investment in the undertaking as may 
be approved by the said Minister. Revision from time to time of 
the schedule of tolls shall be had either at the instance of the 
Company or of the said Minister. 

(3.) Ail revenue derhed by the Company from the operation of 
the bridge shall be used for the payment of interest and sinking fund 
upon its outstanding securities, and for the payment of the costs of 
maintenance, operating, and management, taxes, and such a reason­
able return to the Company upon its equity and investment in the 
undertaking as may be approved by the Lieutenant-Go\ernor in 
Council; and any surplus over the sum required for the foregohig 
purposes shall, on the direction of the Minister of Public Works, 
be paid to the Minister of Finance, and if paid to the said Minister 
of Finance shall be held by him in a special trust fund, together 
with such interest as may be allowed and credited to the said special 
fund by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, to be applied from time 
to time upon the purchase of the undertaking by His Majesty 
right of the Province: Provided, however, upon the request of the 
Company, and upon the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, upon the 
recommendation of the Minister of Public Works, being satisfied as 
to the necessity for the repayment to the Company of the whole or 
any part of the said special fund for the purposes of the undertaking, 
and upon his so certifying to the Minister of Finance in writing, 
and so often as he shall so certify, the said Minister of Finance shall 
return to the Company such portion of the said special fund as may 
le so certified. 

1. If any person forcibly passes through any of the toll-gates or 
over upon the said bridge without lirst having paid the prescribed 
toll, or interrupts or disturb» the Company or any person employed 
by it in erecting, operating, maintaining, or repairing the same, such 
person shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a line of not more 
than twenty dollars, and in default of payment to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding thirty days. 

8. If the Company commences the construction of the bridge after 
the approval of its site and plans under the " Navigable Waters Pro-
lection Act," and after it obtains all other necessary approvals 
under this Act and under public Statutes, and prosecutes the con­
struction of the same to completion within thirty months, or such 
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further time as may be permit ted by the Lieuteuant-Governor in 
Council, from the actual commencement of construction, it shall be 
unlawful for any other person to construct, maintain, or operate 
a bridge, tunnel , or other means of vehicular traffic, save steam, 
electric, and gas railway traffic, across or under the Fraser River 
within a distance of twenty-four miles up-stream ami eight miles 
down-stream from the now existing Fraser River Bridge U the said 
City of New Westminster , and the Province shall not unti l it 
acquires ownership of the under taking construct, maintain, operate, 
or permit to be operated as at present or otherwise, or authorize a 
bridge, tunnel, or other means of vehicular traffic, . w e steam, elec­
tr ic , and gas railway traffic, across or under the Fraser River within 
the aforementioned area or space, and neither the Province nor any 
municipali ty shall use or permit the use of any road or highway to 
connect with any other bridge, tunnel, or other means of transfer 
of vehicular traffic across or under the Fraser River within the afore­
mentioned area or space: Provided that if the Company does uot 
commence the construction of the bridge within one year of the 
obtaining of the last of the approvals above referred to, the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council may, after sixty days' notice in 
wri t ing to the Company, cancel the right and privilege of the 
Company to construct the bridge as authorized and empowered 
herein. 

9. (1.) The Company may borrow or raise from time to time. Power to bo 
in such amounts , in such manner, and at such times as may be 
deemed expedient, any sums of money necessary for the financing 
of the whole or any part of its undertaking as herein authorized, 
and, without restrict ing the generality of the foregoing, tiie Com­
pany may secure the repayment of moneys borrowed or raised, 
together with interest thereon, in such form or manner as it may 
determine, and for such purpose may charge, pledge, and bind its 
undertaking and the tolls and revenue derived from the said under­
taking. 

(-.) The Company may renew and reissue its secniities from time 
to time. 

\\\.\ The Company shall not sell its securities until the sale price 
thereof shall have been approved by the Minister of Finance, and 
the Company shall provide for the repayment of its securities by 
appropriat ing out of the revenue derived by the Company from the 
operation of the bridge such sums of money as may be sufficient for 
the creation and mainU .i.mce of a sinking fund for the final payment 
of the same, and may make provision for the investment, subject to 
the approval of the Minister of Finance, of the amount of any sink­
ing fund or any part thereof. 

10 . The undertaking shall be vested in the Company, i ts successors vesting, 
and assigns, for ever. 
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Purchase of 
undertaking 
by the Crown. 

Automatic vesting 
o£ undertaking 
in Crown. 

1 1 . (1.) His Majesty in right of the Province may at any time 
purchase the undertaking in consideration of the Province assuming 
liability for. all outstanding securities and indebtedness of the Com­
pany in connection with the undertaking, and making payment 1o 
the Company of its equity and investment. 

(2.) In the e \ .nt of the exercise by His Majesty in right of the 
Province of the power to purchase as in subsection (1) provided, 
the special fund referred to in section 6 (3) and the sinking fund 
of the Company iu respect of its outstanding securities and all assets 
of the Company in connection with or derived from the undertaking 
shall be transferred to and become the property of His Majesty iu 
right of the Province. 

(3.) Upon the retirement in full by the Company of its outstand­
ing securities, and upon payment by the Province to the Company 
of its indebtedness in connection with the undertaking and of its 
equity and investment the assets of the Company in connection 
with or derived from the undertaking and the title to the under­
taking shall vest in His Majesty in right of the Province, and the 
filing of a certificate certifying to the sak retirement and the said 
payments, sealed with the corporate seal of the Company under the 
hand of its proper officers or of its successors or assigns and by the 
said Minister of Public Works, in the Land Registry Office at the 
said City of New Westminster, shall operate and have the effect of 
a full and complete title. 

" ijimi Clauses 12. The clauses and provisions of the " Land Clauses Act " shall 
Act nottoaiiplj , . , . , , . , , , , , , , , , 

not be incorporated with this Act, nor shall they apply to the under­
taking authorized by this Act. 

••Motor-»chide Act • 13 . All the provisions of the " Motor-\chiclc Act " and the " Iligh-
and Highway x " 
Act •' to apjiij way Act " applicable to the regulation and control of traffic, the 

safety of the public, and the protection of bridges shall apply as if 
they were included in this Act. 

14. Nothing in this x\et contained shall be deemed to lelieve the 
Company from the necessity of compliance with the Statutes of 
Canada, or to authorize or empower the Company to commence or 
carry on any work on the Fraser River below high-water mark, until 
the Company has submitted to the Governor in Council the plans of 
the bridge, and those plans and the proposed site of the bridge have 
been approved by the Governor in Council. 

Compliance with 
Statute» or Canada 
nee o ry 

h ranchiae maj 
be limited 15. Notwithstanding anything herein contained, the Lieutenant-

Governor in Council may authorize the Minister of Public Works 
to enter into an agreement with the Company to vary, extend, or 
supplement the provisions of this Act and for the greater safe­
guarding of the public interest, and notwithstanding the provisions 
of section 8 the Lieutenanl-Governor in Council may prior to 
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approval of the design, plans, and specifications pursuant to section 
3 (2) reduce or extend the limits within which the franchise of the 
Company is to be exclusive. 

1(>. Section 3 of this Act shall come iuto force on the first dav Not ouen>tivi> 
„ , , , until June ls>t, 

of June next or upon such earlier day as may be hxed by the i'J34. 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council by his Proclamation. 

17. The " Fraser River Bridge Company, Limited, Act, 1927," is c. si. ia?o-27, 
, , * repealed-

repealed. 

VIlTiiHlA, 11 <\ . 
Printed by Cll-RIt.^ F. IUNMEI.P, Printer to thy Kip^'a M";*t K^eUcnt Majesty. 
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