
1978 VANCOUVER CHARTER (AMENDMENT) CHAP. 41 

CHAPTER 41 

An Act to Amend the Vancouver Char ter 

[Assented t o June 29, 1978.] 

Preamble 

WHEREAS the City of Vancouver has presented a petition praying that 
the Vancouver Charter be amended: 

And whereas it is expedient to grant the prayer of the said peti­
tion; 

Therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Province of British Columbia, enacts as fol­
lows: 

Short title 

1. This Act may be cited as the "Vancouver Charter Amendment Act, 
1978". 

12 

2. Sec t ion 12 of the sa id Act i s amended by the addi t ion of the fo l low­
ing a t the end the reof : 
"Any person impeding or o b s t r u c t i n g the Ci ty Clerk or any enurnei a to r 
in c a r r y i n g out h i s d u t i e s under t h i s s e c t i o n i s g u i l t y of an of­
fence a g a i n s t t h i s Act . " 

37 

Section 37 is amended by inserting the words "Canadian citizen or 
other" immediately before the words "British subject" in the first 
line. 

S. 38 (g) 

Sec t ipn 38 i s amended by s t r i k i n g out the words "of an i n d i c t a b l e " 
in paragraph (g) and s u b s t i t u t i n g "on indictment of an". 

S. 38 (d) ( i ) 

Section 38 is amended by striking out the colon at the end of sub­
paragraph (i) of paragraph (d) and adding the words "or any other 
municipality in the Province:". 
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5. 38 (d) (ii) and (iii) 

6. Section 38 is further amended by striking out subparagraphs (ii) and 
(iii) of paragraph (d) and substituting the following: 

(ii) Possesses the qualifications of an owner-elector as set 
forth in section 7: 

(iii) His name appears on the list of electors of any municipal­
ity or regional district in the Province: . 

S. 47 

7. Section 47 is amended by striking out the second paragraph numbered 
"5" in paragraph (b) and substituting the following: 
5. That I have resided in the City or municipality of 

for the past 12 months and am at present a resident. 

S. 57 

8. Section 57 is amended by inserting immediately after the words 
"statement that he" in the second sentence, the words "is a person 
whose mobility is restricted or impaired by physical disability or 
for whom attendance at the usual facilities on polling-day would be 
a physical hardship or that he". 

S. 58 

9. Section 58 is amended by striking out the following words at the end 
thereof: 
"provided that an elector entitled to vote as agent of a corporation 
shall not be prevented by (Ms section from voting in both capaci­
ties". 

S. 78 

10. Section 78 is amended by the addition of tne following at the end 
thereof: 
"Notwithstanding anything contained in th is Act, a Deputy Returning 
Officer may permit a voter wno is incapacitated by a physical d i s ­
ab i l i t y to mark his ballot-paper at a place immediately adjacent to 
the pol l ing-place ." 

S. 136B 

11. The said Act is further amended by the insertion of che following as 
section 136B: 

Use of 'nicknames' 
on ballots 

136B. For the purposes of this Part, the Returning Officer may, in his 
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discretion, and subject to satisfactory evidence thereof, accept as a 
given name the name by which a candidate is commonly known. 

S. 175A 

12. The said Act is further amended by inserting the following immedi­
ately after section 175: 

City may join 
employers' organization 

175A. The Council may, by a majority vote of all members of the Coun­
cil, provide for the inclusion of the City in an employers' organization 
for the purpose of the Labour Code of British Columbia. 

S. 179 

13. Section 179 is amended by striking out the word "Public" in the 
third line, and by striking out the words "So much of the real prop­
erty so acquired as the Council from time to time so designates 
shall be public parks." in the last 2 lines. 

S. 180 

14. Section 180 is amended by relettering paragraph (b) as paragraph (c) 
and inserting the following as paragraph (b): 
(b) whose conduct is the subject of an inquiry under section 40 of 

the Police Act or of an appeal from a decision rendered in such 
inquiry; or. 

S. 182 

15. The said Act is further amended by inserting the following as sec­
tion 1S2: 

Indemnification of members 
of Boards or Commissions 

182. The Council may provide for the indemnification in whole or in 
part of any appointed member of any Board or Commission established pursu­
ant to this Act if such member suffers damages, costs, or expenses arising 
out of any action or prosecution brought against him or the City r ising 
out of the performance of his duties. 

S. 201A 

16. The said Act is further amended by inserting the following immedi­
ately after section i.01: 
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Property acquisition fund 

201A. (1) Tne Council may establish and maintain a property acquisition 
fund to be used to purchase any real or personal property that the City is 
authorized to acquire. 

(2) The Council may, before or after the submission to the electors of 
a by-law or question authorizing the borrowing of monies for the acquisi­
tion of real or personal property for a designated purpose or purposes, 
purchase said property with monies from the property acquisition fund. 

(3) At such time as a by-law or question is approved by the electors 
authorizing borrowing for the acquisition of properties purchased as pro­
vided in subsection (2) and monies are borrowed pursuant to such authori­
zation, the monies so borrowed shall, subject to the powers of Council 
contained in section 244, be paid into the property acquisition fund. 

S. 206A 

17. Section 206A is amended by striking out the words "half past one and 
six" in the fourth line and substituting "one and ten". 

S. 245 

18. Section 245 is amended by the addition of the following as subsec­
tion (5): 

(5) In any question submitted pursuant to subsection (1), the Council 
may include as a project the increase in the amount of any property acqui­
sition fund. 

S. 279B 

19. The said Act is further amended by adding the following immediately 
after section 279A: 

Regulation of 
"burglar alarms" 

279B. (1) The Council may, by by-law, regulate alarm systems designed 
or used to direct attention to a criminal or unlawful act, regulate per­
sons engaged in the business of selling or maintaining such alarm systems 
and the employees of such persons, and regulate persons possessing or 
using such alarm systems. 

(2) In any by-law passed pursuant to this section a Council shall have 
the power to classify and define alarm systems and differentiate as be­
tween classes of systems and shall have the power to pass different regu­
lations with respect to each class of alarm sys em and the sale, mainten­
ance, possession, or use thereof. 

(3) The power to regulate granted by this section shall include the 
power to provide 

(a) that no person shall sell, maintain, possess, or use an alarm 
system which has not been approved by a peace officer or 
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municipal employee designated in the by-law; 
(b) for a system of permits requiring that any person selling, 

maintaining, possessing, or using an alarm system shall possess 
a current and valid permit, and for the delegation to the Chief 
Constable or other peaice officer in direct charge of the peace 
officers providing policing within the municipality the power, 
in his discretion, to grant, suspend, or cancel any permit; 

(c) an appeal to the Vancouver Police Board from a decision grant­
ing, refusing, suspending, or cancelling any permit; 

(d) for the charging of a fee or fees in respect to the issuance of 
a permit and the reinstatement of a suspended permit; 

(e) that where a person possessing or using an alarm system or his 
authorized representative does not attend at his premises where 
an alarm has been activated within one hour of receiving a re­
quest to do so made by a member or employee of the Police Force 
providing policing in the municipality, the person possessing 
or using the alarm system shall thereupon become liable to the 
municipality for an amount not exceeding $25 per hour or por­
tion thereof for each employee and member of the Police Force 
attending the alarm. 

S. 282 

20. Section 282 is repealed and the following substituted: 

Interest on unpaid taxes 

282. (1) Any bus iness t a x , t oge the r with p e n a l t i e s imposed pursuant to 
paragraph (d) of s e c t i o n 280, which remains unpaid on December 3 .̂ in the 
year in which i t becomes due s h a l l t h e r e a f t e r bear i n t e r e s t at a r a t e p r e ­
s c r i b e d by a by-law enacted pursuant to subsec t ion ( 2 ) . 

(2) Council may from time to time by a by-law passed not l a t e r than 
September 30 in any year impose the i n t e r e s t r e f e r r ed to in subsec t ion (1) 
which s h a l l take e f f e c t in the year following i t s enactment . Such i n t e r e s t 
r a t e s h a l l not be g r e a t e r than 4 percentage p o i n t s above the prime i n t e r ­
e s t r a t e p r e v a i l i n g on Ju ly 3.' of the year of i t s enactment, as determined 
from the C i t y ' s p r i n c i p a l banke r s . 

S . 306 (s) 

2 1 . Sec t ion 306 i s amended by adding the following at the end of p a r a ­
graph ( s ) : 
"and for providing t h3 t in the d i s c r e t i o n of the Council the by-law 
p rov i s ion enacted pursuant to t h i s paragraph may be waived and, in 
l i e u thereof , Council may by by-law accept payment of sucn sum of 
money as may be deemed appropr ia te by Counc i l ; " . 

S . 306 (w) 

22. Section 306 is further amended by adding the fo] lowing to subpara­
graph (i) of paragraph (w): 
"and the National Fire Code of Canada". 
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S. 306B 

23. The said Act is amended by insert ing the following immediately after 
section 306A: 

Building Board of Appeal 

306B. Council may, by by-law, establ ish a Building Board of Appeal and 
may empower such Building Board of Appeal to determine such matters, r e ­
la t ing to by-laws prescribing requirements for buildings, as to Council 
seem appropriate. Any decision of the Building Board of Appeal shal l be 
final and no appeal shal l l i e therefrom. 

S. 317 

24. Section 317 is amended by striking out the phrase "Board of Park 
Commissioners" in paragraph (dd) and substituting "Park Board". 

S. 330 

25. Section 330 i s amended by the addition of the following at the end 
thereof: 
(q) for providing that where, in the opinion of the Medical Health 

Officer, any building used for dwelling purposes (other than a 
one-family dwelling) i s being inadequately provided with heat, 
l igh t , water, or similar u t i l i t i e s , he may cause a notice to be 
posted on the premises requiring the owner to remedy the inade­
quacy in the manner described in the notice, and for providing 
that if such inadequacy is not remedied within 24 hours the 
Medical Health Officer or any person authorized by him may en­
ter on the premises and do al l such things as may be necessary 
to remedy such inadequacy, and for providing that the cost 
thereof may be recovered from the owner in any Court of compe­
tent jur i sd ic t ion or by entering the amount of such cost in the 
real-property tax rol l with respect to such premises. 

S. 373 

26. Section 373 is amended by striking out the words "Exclusive of the 
amount" in the last sentence and all the words following. 

S. 415 

27. Section 415 is repealed and the following substituted: 

Interest 

415. (1) Unless otherwise provided by a by-law passed pursuant to sub­
section 12) hereof, in teres t at the rate of 8% per annum compounded annu-
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a l l y s h a l l be added t o a l l r e a l - p r o p e r t y t axes t h a t become de l inquen t on 
or a f t e r December 3 1 , 1969, and to de l inquent taxes and i n t e r e s t t h a t r e ­
main de l inquen t a f t e r December 3 1 , 1S69. 

(2) Council may, from time to t ime , by a by-law passed not l a t e r than 
September 30 in any year impose i n t e r e s t to be compounded annually on 
r e a l - p r o p e r t y t axes which are de l inquen t in the ca lendar year following 
the enactment of such by-law. Such i n t e r e s t r a t e s h a l l not be g r e a t e r than 
4 percen tage p o i n t s above the prime i n t e r e s t r a t e p r e v a i l i n g on Ju ly 31 of 
the year of i t s enactment as determined from the C i t y ' s p r i n c i p a l banker s . 

S. 488 

28. Section 488 is repealed and the following substituted: 

Parks in care of Hoard 

488- (1) The Board shall have exclusive possession of, and exclusive 
jurisdiction and control of all areas designated as permanent public parks 
of the City in a manner prescribed in subsection (5) of this section, and 
such areas shall remain as permanent public parks, and possession, juris­
diction and control of such areas shall be retained by the Board; provided 
that such designction may be revoked or cancelled in accordance with the 
provisions of any agreement creating such designation pursuant to para­
graphs (c) and (d) of subsection (5) of this section or, in the case of a 
designation, pursuant to paragraph (a) or (f) of subsection (5, of this 
section, by reso' tions of both City Council and the Park Board where, in 
each case, the same was passed by an affirmative vote of not less than 2/3 
of all the members thereof. 

(2) The Board shall have exclusive possession of, and exclusive juris­
diction and control of all areas of the City that are designated by reso­
lution of Council as temporary public parks. Resolutions designating areas 
as temporary public parks shall not be revoked except by a resolution of 
Council requiring the affirmative vote of not less than 2/3 of all members 
of Council. 

(3) The Board shall have the custody, care and management to the extent 
prescribed by Council of such other areas belonging to or held by the City 
as Council may from time to time determine. 

(4) The areas referred to in subsections (1), (2/ and (3) of this sec­
tion are referred to in this Part as "the parks'. 

(5) Real property is designated as a permanent public park by 
(a) a declaration as such by a resolution or by-law of Council; 
(b) statutory appropriation of specific real property for park pur­

poses ; 
(c) dedication by either a person or by the City by deposit of a 

subdivision plan in the Vancouver Land Registry Office; 
(d) gift to the City for permanent public park purposes; 
(e) covenant in a document transferring real property to the City 

indicating thâ . the transferred lands are to be used for park 
purposes together with acceptance of same by the City; 

(f) purchases made with funds approved by a plebiscite for the 
acquisition of permanent public parks borrowed pursuant to Part 
V. 
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(6) Subject to the provisions of section 490, possession of, and exclu­
sive jurisdiction and control of real prop rty includes the authority to 
determine how such real property shall be used, what fees or rental char­
ges shall be levied and, subject to sections 492 and 493, what improve­
ments shall be made thereon, including the removal or demolition of any 
existing improvements. 

S. 490 

29. Section 490 is repealed and the following substituted therefor: 

Board's power 
of leasing, etc. 

490. (1) Subject to sections 492 and 493, the Board, in the name oZ 
the City, may by lease, licence, or any other agreement, permit any person 
to occupy any buildinq or place or any part thereof in a permanent public 
perk, on such terms as to remuneration or otherwise as to the Board may 
seem expedient. Such agreements shall contain a provision providing for 
the termination thereof if such park ceases to be a permanent public park 
pursuant to the provisions of subsection (1) of section 488. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of sections 492 and 493, the Council may 
delegate to the Board power, in the name of the City, to enter into agree­
ments permitting any person to occupy any building or place in a temporary 
public park or any part thereof on such terms as to remuneration and 
otherwise as the Eoard may deem expedient. 

(3) Any agreement made pursuant to this section shall be executed in 
the manner prescribed by the Eoard. 

S. 523C 

30. The said Act is further amended by the insertion of the following as 
section 523C: 

Council may defer levies 

523C. (1) The Council may, by a by-law passed by 2/3 of all its mem­
bers, enter into an agreement with any owner of real property providing 
for the deferral of any levies imposed pursuant to this Part on such terms 
and conditions as to Council seem appropriate. 

(2) During the life of any such agreement the City shall assume pay­
ments of all levies so deferred in accordance with the provisions under 
which such levies were imposed. 

S. 565A 

31. Section 565A is amended by s t r iking out the figures "1964" at the 
end of subparagraph (i) of paragraph (e) and subst i tut ing "1977". 

Printed by K.M. MacDonald, «^rTr.ter to the Queen's Most Excellent 
Majesty in right of the Province of Brit ish Columbia. 
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