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2019 VBBL Consolidated Changes to 2020Jul01 
Last edit: 2020Sep10 
 
These unofficial documents consolidate amendments to the 2019 Vancouver Building By-law 
from the originally published version to July 01, 2020. These documents are provided as courtesy 
to construction and design professionals, building owners, and other stakeholders wishing to 
familiarize themselves with the general substance of changes of the Building By-law (General & 
Plumbing Systems). Users of these documents are hereby notified that these are transitory 
documents provided “as is”, that will neither be supported nor updated, and will be superseded 
by the final published documents. Users are advised that By-law development can occur quickly, 
and users should contact the City of Vancouver for the latest information. 
 
Changes are in purple text and are prefaced with green text identifying the specific amendment 
and effective date. 
 
The included amendments are as follows: 

12512 – Upcoming 2020 & 2021Energy Efficiency and Plumbing Requirements 
12609 – 2020 Annual Fee Amendments 
12630 – General Housekeeping Amendments 
12683 – Upcoming 2023 1-3 Storey Energy Efficiency requirements 
12692 – Energy Efficiency Housekeeping Amendments 
12715 – Encapsulated Mass Timber 
12717 – Non-potable water use and Legionella mitigation requirements  
12752 – Housekeeping Amendments 

 
This document supplements future dated changes with respect to energy efficiency and 
legionella prevention to assist the construction industry in preparing for new requirements 
effective in 2021 and 2022. 
 
Future dated changes can be found at: 

https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/vancouver-building-bylaw-part-10-unoffical-wording-
effective-jan-1-2021.pdf 
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/consolidtion-legionella-prevention-changes.pdf 

 
THESE MATERIALS ARE NOT AN OFFICIAL VERSION. These materials contain information that 
has been derived from information originally made available by the Province of British Columbia 
at: free.bcpublications.ca/civix/content/public/?xsl=/templates/browse.xsl and this information 
is being used in accordance with the Queen's Printer Model Codes License – British Columbia. 
They have not, however, been produced in affiliation with, or with the endorsement of, the 
Province of British Columbia. 
 
Should there be a conflict between the contents of this document, and the Building By-law or 
other requirements determined by the Chief Building Official of the City of Vancouver, the 
Building By-law or other requirements shall apply.  
  

https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/vancouver-building-bylaw-part-10-unoffical-wording-effective-1
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/vancouver-building-bylaw-part-10-unoffical-wording-effective-1
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/vancouver-building-bylaw-part-10-unoffical-wording-effective-1
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/consolidtion-legionella-prevention-changes.pdf
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Preface Text  - Book I (General) and Book II (Plumbing Systems) 
Rev.: N/A - Eff.Date: 2020Jul01
General Requirements
Building By-law - Book I (General) requirements must address at least one of the Code’s five stated 
objectives:

• safety
• health
• accessibility for persons with disabilities
• fire and structural protection of buildings
• environment

Code provisions do not necessarily address all the characteristics of buildings that might be considered to 
have a bearing on the Code’s objectives. The design of a technically sound building depends upon many 
factors beyond simple compliance with building regulations. Such factors include the availability of 
knowledgeable practitioners who have received appropriate education, training and experience and who 
have some degree of familiarity with the principles of good building practice and experience using textbooks,
reference manuals and technical guides.

Further, since code development is typically based on accumulated test data and past experience, 
interpretations of literal By-law requirements should also consider typical building sizes and construction 
methodologies. Buildings that are atypical, or that do not fit within the commonly expected parameters of 
conventional building practice, should be approached with some caution by code users.

The Building By-law does not list acceptable proprietary building products. It establishes the criteria that 
building materials, products and assemblies must meet. Some of these criteria are explicitly stated in the 
By-law while others are incorporated by reference to material or product standards published by standards 
development organizations. Only those portions of the standards related to the objectives of this By-law are 
mandatory.
Rev.: N/A - Eff.Date: 2020Jul01
Unique to Vancouver Indication
All text in the By-law that is Unique to Vancouver (UTV) is provided with a grey background wherever 
practical. This identifier was utilized to provide the user of the By-law with a means by which to differentiate 
the Vancouver provisions of this By-law from those of the 2018 British Columbia Building and Plumbing 
Codes. Where the provisions of Vancouver have required the deletion of the 2018 British Columbia Building 
and Plumbing Code text, and no Vancouver text has replaced the deleted text, the word “deleted” has been 
used to alert the user that a deletion has been made and that there is a difference from the 2018 British 
Columbia Building and Plumbing Codes text.

Revision Indication
From time to time, the provisions of the Building By-law may be amended.  Where this occurs, updated text 
is marked by a sidebar with text in brackets indicating a Revision. In some cases, text that was originally 
included as part of the Building By-law is amended and would result in substantial renumbering of 
associated portions of the Building By-law. In these circumstances the removed text may be replaced with 
the words “[UTV Deleted].” to preserve the existing numbering structure.
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=== Book II (Plumbing Systems) === 

Book II – Division B, Part 2 Changes

Rev.: 12512 - Eff.Date: 2020Jan01 
2.2.11.6. Cooling Towers
(See Article 6.3.2.15. of Division B of Book I (General) of this By-law.) 

1) An operating permit shall be obtained for the installation of a cooling tower, or the retention of an 
existing cooling tower.
2) The Chief Building Official shall be notified within 30 days of any changes to the information that 
was last provided to the City with regard to the operating permit, in the form prescribed by the Chief 
Building Official.
3) If a cooling tower is removed or its use is permanently discontinued, it shall be safely drained, 
thoroughly sanitized, and the make-up water line shall be disconnected and capped. 

Rev.: 12512 - Eff.Date: 2020Jul01
2.2.11.7. Indoor and Outdoor Decorative Water Features 
(See Article 6.3.2.16. of Division B of Book I (General) of this By-law.) 

1) An operating permit shall be obtained for the installation of an indoor or outdoor decorative water 
feature, or the retention of an existing indoor or outdoor decorative water feature, including green 
walls with an integrated water system, except for an indoor or outdoor decorative water feature in a 
building used exclusively for residential occupancy containing no more than four principal dwelling 
units.
2) The Chief Building Official shall be notified within 30 days of any changes to the information that 
was last provided to the City with regard to the operating permit, in the form prescribed by the Chief 
Building Official.
3) If a decorative water feature is removed or its use is permanently discontinued, it shall be safely 
drained, thoroughly sanitized, and the make-up water line shall be disconnected and capped. 
4) Where an outdoor decorative water feature is provided as an auxiliary system to a building, then 
the outdoor decorative water feature shall be considered part of the building for the purposes of 
this Article.

Rev.: 12630 - Eff.Date: 2020Jan21
2.6.2.1. Connection of Systems

1) Except as provided in Sentence (2), connections to potable water systems shall be designed 
and installed so that non-potable water or substances that may render the water non-potable 
cannot enter the system.
2) A water treatment device or apparatus shall not be installed unless it can be demonstrated that 
the device or apparatus will not introduce substances into the system that may endanger health. 
(See Article 2.2.10.17.)
3) Backflow preventers shall be selected, maintained and field tested in conformance with the 
Water Works By-law.
4) Deleted.

Rev.: 12512 - Eff.Date: 2020Jan01
Table 2.8.1.1. – Insert the following in numerical order
2.2.11.6. Cooling Towers 
(1) [F40,F41,F43,F46,F81,F82,F130-OS3.4,OH1.1,OH2.2,OH5,OP5,OE1.2] 
(2) [F40,F41,F43,F46,F81,F82,F130-OS3.4,OH1.1,OH2.2,OH5,OP5,OE1.2] 
(3) [F40,F41,F43,F46,F81,F82,F130-OS3.4,OH1.1,OH2.2,OH5,OP5,OE1.2] 

2.2.11.7. Indoor and Outdoor Decorative Water Features 
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(1) [F40,F41,F43,F46,F81,F82,F130-OS3.4,OH1.1,OH2.2,OH5,OP5,OE1.2] 
(2) [F40,F41,F43,F46,F81,F82,F130-OS3.4,OH1.1,OH2.2,OH5,OP5,OE1.2] 
(3) [F40,F41,F43,F46,F81,F82,F130-OS3.4,OH1.1,OH2.2,OH5,OP5,OE1.2]
(4) [F40,F41,F43,F46,F81,F82,F130-OS3.4,OH1.1,OH2.2,OH5,OP5,OE1.2]

Book II – Division C, Part 1 Changes

Rev.: 12630 - Eff.Date: 2020Jan21
1.6.1.2. Construction without a Permit

1) If construction for which a permit is required has been commenced before a permit has been 
issued, the owner shall
a) make application for any necessary permits in accordance with Subsection 1.6.2. of this By-law, 
and
b) pay to the City, double the fee set out in the Fee Schedule to a maximum of $20,000, but in no 
case less than $500.
2) If construction for which a permit is required has been commenced before a permit has been 
issued, the owner shall, if ordered to do so by the Chief Building Official,
a) provide proof that the construction complies with this By-law and any other applicable 
enactments,
b) carry out tests and investigations by independent agencies, at the cost of the owner, to 
determine whether or not the construction complies with this By-law,
c) carry out tests and investigations by independent agencies, at the cost of the owner, to 
determine appropriate remedial measures to ensure that the construction complies with this By-
law,
d) provide to the Chief Building Official, at the cost of the owner, the results of any tests and 
investigations ordered by the Chief Building Official, and
e) provide documentation to the satisfaction of the Chief Building Official to establish that all 
remedial measures to ensure the construction complies with this By-law have been completed.

Rev.: 12630 - Eff.Date: 2020Jan21
1.6.3.2. Permit for Plumbing System

1) The Chief Building Official shall only issue a permit to construct, extend, alter, renew or repair a 
plumbing system to a licensed plumbing contractor.

Rev.: 12609 - Eff.Date: 2020Jul01
[Update to 2020 Fee Schedule:]
Schedule of Fees

PART A – BUILDING 

1. The fees hereinafter specified shall be paid to the City with respect to and upon the application for 
the issue of a PERMIT as follows:
(a) Except as provided for in Clause (b) for the CONSTRUCTION of any BUILDING, or part 

thereof: 
When the estimated cost of the work, being the valuation referred to in Article 1.6.2.3. of Book 
I, Division C and Book II, Division C of this By-law, does not exceed $5,000 or for the first 
$5,000 of the estimated cost of the work ................................................................................... $163.00
For each $1,000, or part thereof, by which the estimated cost of the work exceeds $5,000 but 
does not exceed $50,000 ............................................................................................................ $10.40
For each $1,000, or part thereof, by which the estimated cost of the work exceeds $50,000 ........ $5.25
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(b) For the installation, CONSTRUCTION, re- construction, ALTERATION or repair of, or 
ADDITION to:
(i) any CHIMNEY, FIREPLACE, INCINERATOR, VENTILATING SYSTEM, AIR-

CONDITIONING SYSTEM, or HEATING SYSTEM, the fee shall be in accordance with 
Clause (a), except that a fee shall not be charged when the cost of such work is less than 
$500 

(ii) any PHOTOVOLTAIC PANELS, and related roof ALTERATION or repair ........................... $103.00 
(c) For a permit for temporary OCCUPANCY of a part of a STREET, or of the AIR SPACE 

immediately ABOVE a part of a STREET, in accordance with Section 1.9. of Book I, Division C 
and Book II, Division C of this By-law, the daily fee shall be for each 10 m2 or part thereof, of 
STREET or of AIR SPACE part thereof, of STREET or of AIR SPACE immediately above such 
STREET to be occupied................................................................................................................. $3.30 

Subject to a minimum fee of................................................................................................ $113.00 
Flat fee for each portable toilet............................................................................................ $113.00 

(d) For an OCCUPANCY PERMIT not required by this By-law but requested ................................ $235.00 
(e) For the demolition of a BUILDING, not including a ONE-FAMILY DWELLING, which has at any 

time since November 1, 1986 provided RESIDENTIAL OCCUPANCY, subject to Section 3: 
For each DWELLING UNIT.............................................................................................. $1,180.00 
For each sleeping room in a multiple conversion dwelling, hotel or other BUILDING, which 
is or has been a principal dwelling or residence of a person, family or household........... $1,180.00 

(f) For the demolition of a ONE-FAMILY DWELLING, which has at any time since November 1, 
1986 provided RESIDENTIAL OCCUPANCY, subject to Section 3........................................ $1,180.00 

(g) For the repair of building walls pursuant to requirements of Book I, Division B, Part 5 for any 
residential building...............................................................................................................................Nil

2. The fees hereinafter specified shall be paid to the City as follows: 
(a) For a required permit inspection for compliance with this By-Law which cannot be carried out 

during normal working hours and where there is a request to carry out the inspection after 
hours, the fee to be based on the time actually spent in making such inspection, at a minimum 
inspection time of four (4) hours, including traveling time: 
For each hour or part thereof.................................................................................................... $320.00

(b) For a plan review where an applicant requests in writing that the review be carried out during 
overtime: 
For each hour or part thereof .................................................................................................... $320.00 

(c) For each special inspection of a BUILDING or structure to determine compliance with this By-
law, and in respect of which no specific fee is otherwise prescribed, the fee to be based on the 
time actually spent in making the inspection: 
For each hour or part thereof .................................................................................................... $212.00

(d) For each REINSPECTION made necessary due to faulty work or materials or incomplete work 
requested to be inspected ........................................................................................................ $212.00

(e) For each inspection of a drainage tile system: 
For a one- or two-family residence ............................................................................................ $218.00 
For all other drain tile inspections: 
When the estimated cost of the CONSTRUCTION of the BUILDING, being the valuation 
referred to in Article 1.6.2.3. of Book I, Division C and Book II, Division C does not exceed 
$500,000 .................................................................................................................................. $426.00
When the estimated cost of the work exceeds $500,000 but does not exceed $1,000,000 .....$852.00 
When the estimated cost of the work exceeds $1,000,000 .................................................... $1,070.00 

(f) For the special search of records pertaining to a BUILDING to advise on the status 
of outstanding orders and other matters concerning the BUILDING: 
For a residential building containing not more than 2 principal dwelling units ...........................$273.00 
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For all other BUILDINGS .......................................................................................................... $548.00 
(g) To access plans (electronic or on microfilm) or documents for viewing or copying ....................$46.50 
(h) For each microfilm image or electronic file copied ......................................................................$12.80 
(i) For a request to renumber a BUILDING ................................................................................. $1014.00 
(j) For the extension of a BUILDING PERMIT where requested in writing by an applicant pursuant 

to Article 1.6.7.1. of Book I, Division C and Book II, Division C .............................................................
................................................ 50 % of the original BUILDING PERMIT fee to a maximum of $391.00 

(k) For the extension of a building permit by Council where requested in writing by an applicant 
pursuant to Article 1.6.7.4. of Book I, Division C and Book II, Division C .............................. $2,560.00 

(l) For an evaluation of plans, specifications, building materials, procedures or design methods 
for the purpose of revisions to an application or a permit in accordance with Article 1.5.2.13. 
and Section 1.6.6. of Book I, Division C and Book II, Division C 
where the PERMIT relates to a ONE-FAMILY DWELLING or a SECONDARY SUITE ........... $212.00 
plus for each hour, or part thereof, exceeding one hour .......................................................... $212.00 
where the PERMIT relates to any other BUILDING ................................................................. $642.00 
plus for each hour, or part thereof, exceeding one hour .......................................................... $320.00 

(m) For each RE-OCCUPANCY PERMIT after rectification of an UNSAFE CONDITION and 
related By-law violations .......................................................................................................... $390.00 

(n) For review of plans, specifications, building materials, procedures or design methods for the 
purpose of acceptance of an alternative solution for new construction under Article 2.3.2.1. of 
Book 1, Division C .................................................................................................. for each application $897.00 

(o) For an evaluation of plans, specifications, building materials, procedures or design methods 
for the purpose of acceptance of existing conditions for each application ............................... $513.00 

(p) For review by the alternative solution review panel .............................................................. $2,870.00 
(q) For the evaluation of a resubmission or revised submission made under Clauses (n) or (o) of 

this Section 2............................................................................................................................ $320.00 

3. Upon written application of the payor and on the advice of the Acting General Manager of 
Community Services, the Director of Finance shall refund to the payor, or a designate of the payor, 
the fees paid pursuant to Clauses (e) and (f) of Section 1: 
(a) for all demolished dwelling units in a building that will be replaced by a social housing or co-

operative development that has received a Project Commitment Letter from the British 
Columbia Housing Management Commission or the Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation; and 

(b) for each demolished dwelling unit that has been replaced by a dwelling unit occupied by rental 
tenants and not created pursuant to the Strata Property Act. 

PART B - PLUMBING 

Every applicant for a Plumbing PERMIT shall, at the time of application, pay to the City the fees set out 
hereunder: 

1. INSTALLATIONS 
For the Installation of:

One, two or three FIXTURES ................................................................................................... $212.00 
Each additional FIXTURE ........................................................................................................... $66.60 

Note: For the purpose of this schedule the following shall also be considered as FIXTURES: 
- Every "Y" intended for future connection; 
- Every ROOF DRAIN, swimming pool, dishwasher, and interceptor; 
- Every vacuum breaker in a lawn sprinkler system; and 
- Every back-flow preventer 
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Alteration of Plumbing (no FIXTURES involved): 
For each 30 m of piping or part thereof .................................................................................... $311.00 
For each 30 m of piping or part thereof, exceeding the first 30 m .............................................. $86.50 
Connection of the City water supply to any hydraulic equipment ............................................. $117.00 

2. INSPECTIONS OF FIRELINE SYSTEMS: 
Hydrant & Sprinkler System:

First two inspections for each 30 m of water supply pipe or part thereof .................................. $311.00 
Each additional inspection for each 30 m of water supply pipe or part thereof ......................... $128.00 

Sprinklers:
First head, one- or two-family dwelling ..................................................................................... $354.00 
First head, all other buildings .................................................................................................... $753.00 
First head, renovations to existing sprinkler systems ............................................................... $219.00 
Each additional head, all buildings (no limit on number) .............................................................. $3.90 

Firelines:
Hose Cabinets ............................................................................................................................ $41.00 
Hose Outlets ............................................................................................................................... $41.00 
Wet & Dry Standpipes ................................................................................................................ $41.00 
Standpipes ................................................................................................................................. $41.00 
Dual Check Valve In-flow Through Devices ............................................................................... $41.00 
Backflow Preventer ................................................................................................................... $212.00 

Wet & Dry Line Outlets:
Each connection ......................................................................................................................... $41.00 
NOTE: A Siamese connection shall be considered as two dry line outlets. 
Each Fire Pump ........................................................................................................................ $331.00 
Each Fire Hydrant ..................................................................................................................... $102.00 

3. REINSPECTIONS 
For each REINSPECTION made necessary due to faulty work or materials or incomplete work 
requested to be inspected ............................................................................................................... $212.00 

4. SPECIAL INSPECTIONS 
Each inspection to establish fitness of any existing fixture for each hour or part thereof ................. $212.00
An inspection outside normal working hours and at a minimum inspection time of four (4) hours, 
including traveling time, for each hour or part thereof ...................................................................... $320.00 

5. BUILDING SEWER INSPECTIONS 
First two inspections for each 30 m of BUILDING SEWER or part thereof ...................................... $311.00
Each additional inspection for each 30 m of BUILDING SEWER or part thereof ............................. $128.00

PART C – OPERATING PERMITS 
Every applicant for an OPERATING PERMIT shall, at the time of application, pay to the City the fee set out 
hereunder: 
For each OPERATING PERMIT ........................................................................................................................$00.00

Rev.: 12715 - Eff.Date: 2020Jul01
2.2.3.1. Information Required for Fire Protection Components

1) Information shall be submitted to show the major components of fire protection including
a) the division of the building by firewalls,
b) the building area,
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c) the degree of fire separation of storeys, shafts and special rooms or areas, including the location 
and rating of closures in fire separations,
d) the source of information for fire-resistance ratings of elements of construction (to be indicated 
on large-scale sections),
e) the source of information for encapsulation ratings of mass timber elements of construction (to 
be indicated on large-scale sections),
f) the location of exits, and
g) fire detection, suppression and alarm systems.


